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with wonder and envy. The two got into conversation
and became friendly. Sam must have mentioned his
desire to become a pilot, for the upshot was that Bixby
offered to train him to fill that enviable post in return
for five hundred dollars (£100) payable by instalments
out of his wages.
So Sam embarked upon his new career, and he soon
discovered that there was a great deal to learn. Before
he could become a Mississippi pilot he had to know by
heart the twists and turns of every channel in thirteen
hundred miles of river, the positions of every sandbank
and rock. He must be able to pilot his craft with equal
safety in darkness as in light, in times of drought as in
times of flood, in fact, he had to know everything there
was to know about the river, and—as an American would
say—then some. It seemed an almost impossible task;
nevertheless, so well did Bixby teach him, and so apt a
pupil did Sam prove, that within eighteen months he had
passed his tests and been granted his pilot's certificate.
It was from this period of his life as a Mississippi
pilot that Sam Clemens adopted the name, Mark
Twain, which he was to make so famous. Actually, it
was not a real name at all, but was another way of
saying " mark two " which, in the language of the
Mississippi pilots, meant that the ship was moving in
two fathoms of water. At the time when Sam became
a pilot, " Mark Twain " was the pen-name used by a
Captain Sellers, an old pilot who occasionally con-
tributed short articles about the river to various New
Orleans papers, and when a few years later the old man
died, Sam adopted the pen-name for himself.

